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Presentation Overview

What is the Building Permit Data System?

• Where the data comes from

• What is in the database

• How the data is used

• The data products
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Where does the data come from and how is it processed?

• Building permit data is provided by local jurisdictions
– Database includes all permits >=$10,000 in estimated cost

– Permits w/ estimated cost >= $50,000 are geocoded

• Weekly building permit data system maintenance
– Upload of permits received from local jurisdictions

– Conversion of permits to a regional coding system

– Data review and quality control
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What is in the Database?

Twenty Years of Building Permits

New Residential 

– Single Family Detached

– Single Family Attached

– Multi-family

– Etc

Additions / Alterations / Repairs

– Residential
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New Non-Residential Projects

– Office

– Industrial

– Commercial/Retail

– Etc

Additions / Alterations / Repairs

– Non-residential

New Mixed Use

– Residential and Non-residential use in 
same building



How is the Data Used?

Internally

– Transportation Analyses

– Building Permits Spatial layer

– Cooperative Forecasting Group

– Housing Analyses

Externally

– Local Planning Departments

– County Budget Offices

– Local Departments of Transportation

– Economic Development Agencies

– State Agencies

– Public
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What are the Data Products?

Reports and Tools:

– Annual, Quarterly, Monthly Reports

– Building Permit Dashboards

– Water/Sewer Report

– Hot Growth Report

– BPDS Online

– Quick Viewer

– Custom Building Permit Analysis

6



7



8

Regional Recovery Dashboard – Building Permits



Sewer Service Area



Hot Growth Reports

Permitted New Residential 
Development

Location

– Regional Planning District

– Development Name

– Mapped Location

Unit Count

Type

– Single Family Detached

– Single Family Attached

– Multi-family

– Mixed Use
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Building Permit Data System Online
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Building Permit Data System Quick Viewer

12



Custom Building Permit Analysis
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Example:

• Permitted Residential 
Development Activity 
and Transit 

Source
MDP-Transit Station Area Profile Tool (TSAPT)
MDP-IMAP Transit Station/Rail Station
Prepared by Transportation Planning Division
Projected Coordinate System - NAD 1983 State Plane (ft)
Data Source - BMC, © HERE 2019, TIGER/Line®, MTA



For More Information

Shawn Kimberly | Senior Transportation Planner
410-732-0500 x1026 | skimberly@baltometro.org | www.baltometro.org

@BALTOMETROCOUNCIL @BALTIMORE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL @BALTIMORE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL

Crystal McDermott | Transportation Planner
410-732-0500 x1024 | cmcdermott@baltometro.org@baltometro.org |

www.baltometro.org


