
Maryland: uniquely positioned

• State

• Regional

• National 
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Maryland communities are well positioned to tap into Federal opportunities at the state, regional and national level.
It’s proximity to Washington DC means there are national level offices nearby.
As a state, Maryland is also part of a regional structure. For FWS it is our northeast region, headquartered up in Hadley, MA, but very stretching from Maine to Virginia.




Federal employees

• Over 400,000 in MD 
communities

• Looking for local “best 
practices”
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One huge resource is the large cadre of federal employees, close to 500,000 if you include retired individuals.
All these “feds” live and work in Maryland communities, and as civil servants they often have an interest in contributing to their local communities.
Also, national level programs often need local examples of best practices and sites to pilot efforts.
We are doing that now in the FWS with a Creating Nature Champions program that pairs health care providers with nature sites in the FWS and Audubon. 
Of course, many local communities have public lands and offices that can make excellent partners to achieve common goals. 



Department of the Interior

• National Park Service

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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Although there are __ federal bureaus and entities, I will focus on the Department of the Interior, where I work.
Others, such as the NOAA, USDA, EPA, DOT have a wealth of opportunities that many of you are aware of, and may be more applicable in your communities and jurisdictions. 
It is a matter of finding overlapping goals within a certain geographic area. GIS can be helpful!
Within the DOI, the NPS and FWS are “sister agencies” under the Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks



Nature Deficit Disorder

• Author Richard Louv

• Last Child in the Woods

• Concerns about health and well being of 
children, expand potential partners 

• Suggestions for transforming our communities
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In 2005, Richard Louv wrote a book that galvanized a “leave no child inside” movement around the country.
We held a National Dialogue on the topic at NCTC, bringing together non traditional partners, not the usual suspects for us, such as land use planners and health care providers. The Secretary of the Interior challanged its senior leadership to take action.
At least ten governors have launched statewide campaigns, including Maryland,  and state and national legislation has been passed or is underway. 
The back of the new edition contains 100 actions we can take, including suggestions for transforming our communities.



“As a matter of policy, the conservation 
services should view the child-in-nature 
as an endangered species, an indicator 
species of the future -

because if the young are not bonding 
with nature now, who will care about 
refuges in the future?”

-Richard Louv, 2007
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What’s in it for us?
The FWS, as did many other organizations, recognized the need to reconnect people with nature as a result of Louv’s 2005 book.
NCTC has the lead on this, and in line with our mission, we worked to provide resources and training to support the work of the conservation professionals in the programs, regions and in the field.

 has embraced this concept, voiced by author Richard Louv:

“As a matter of policy, the conservation services should view the child-in-nature as an endangered species, an indicator species of the future – because if the young are not bonding with nature now, who will care about the refuges in the future?”




Youth in the Great Outdoors

• Next generation of 
conservation leaders

• Goal: increase youth 
employment by 50%
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Secretary Salazar has taken this even further and launched Youth in the Great Outdoors.
All the DOI bureaus are engaged: NPS, DOI, BLM, BIE, BIA, USGS
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Trying to connect youth and their leaders  with education and career opportunities.

www.youthgo.gov


Youth in the Great Outdoors

• Educate 

• Engage

• Employ
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This includes exposure in early years, service and volunteer opportunities and youth employment




Let’s Move!

• FLOTUS

• Let’s Move Outside
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Michelle Obama, concerned with childhood obesity, launched “Let’s Move!”
This ties in with healthy lifestyles and nutrition and exercise.�Very tied to livable communities, where children can walk to school safely, grow pizza gardens, enjoy unstructured play time
Let’s move outside links the effort to the efforts to overcome nature deficit disorder.


http://www.letsmove.gov/�


National Park Service

• Park Prescriptions

• Jr. Ranger programs 
lead by SCA interns

• A Trail to Every 
Classroom 
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Park Service is working in many areas:
Jr Ranger programs to get kids outside, walkiing.
Hire student conservation association interns to lead the junior ranger program.
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Several nearby examples of the NPS linking natural and cultural heritage areas together.  These bring visitors to the community, increase community pride and use of areas, attract new sectors.



Freedom’s Run
• 26 miles through 

4 National Parks
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A doctor in Harpers Ferry started Freedom’s Run in 2009.
Marathon, half marathon, 10 K, 5K, fun run, walkers, kids.
EVERYONE!
Through Harpers Ferry National Park, C & O Canal, Antietam Battlefield, Applachian Trail.
FWS volunteer.
Gets everyone outside.
Stay around afterwards in Shepherdstown to celebrate and eat.
Pays for itself.




Tigers on the Trail
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For middle school kids, get them out walking in the community, on the trail.
Points for exercising.�Developing outdoor habits and community spirit.



US FWS

• Diverse mission

• Presence in MD
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Maryland is part of FWS Region 5.
Six national wildlife refuges
Chesapeake Bay Field Office, 
Fisheries and Law Enforcement.
Wonderful resources and partners, not just the local area.



CPWN
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Ideas for Parents, Educators, Children
Ways to connect with local resources.
Creating Nature Champions – piloting in R5, Baltimore doc rec national press.



Duck Stamp Program
Conservation through the arts
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Unlikely suspects: arts
Wildlife art shows, 
Theme parades for Halloween, celebrating local species.
Monarchs in Pacific Grove.
Maryland has had national winner in the duck stamp contest.
Coordinator in every state.

Patuxant was site of recent contest.




Refuges
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Managers of NWRS now realize that they need to work beyond their refuge boundaries to be effective.
Working to identify where goals overlap and partner to make them happen.
In our southeast region, we have refuges that have created exercise trails based on the olympic feats of animals.
Can you balance like a squirrel?
Makes exercise fun, gets kids and families outside using parks, and connecting with community. Learn about and respect wildlife and  habitat.



Field Offices – SYH
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Chesapeake Bay Field Office
Based in Anapolis, but connected to the whole watershed.
Many resources:
Bayscaping: using native plants for landscaping.



Bayscaping



Schoolyard Habitats

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Very active schoolyard habitat program.
Create natural areas on school grounds, benefits for kids and critters
Next week there will be a demonstration for Frederick County Public Schools 
Helps improve community health by  reducing storm water run off, solving erosion problems, increasing biodiversity.
Exposing kids to the natural world. 
Older youth can help younger youth. Engage community partners: garden clubs, mom’s groups, master naturalists
Creates “nearby nature” increases comfort level, ties into curriculum,
Creates green spaces for communities, can tie trails, parks together. 



Chesapeake Bay Field Office

Myersville Stream Partners:

•Chesapeake Bay Foundation

•Fish and Wildlife Service

•Town of Myersville

•Monocacy and Catoctin 
Watershed Alliance

•Trout Unlimited

•Highlands Action Program

•Many  volunteers!!
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Great example in Myersville of stream restoration project helping a local community park.
Tributary of the Cactoctin Creek, part of Chesapeake Bay watershed. 
Restore stream to natural stte, planting buffers, get volunteers from all over the watershed!
Scouts, college students, 
Plant trees, meet the conservation goals and the park planning goals.



National Conservation Training Center 
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National focus, in a local community.
Many courses available, reimbursable basis.
Good place for meetings, just over the river, easy access.
Often need examples of local partnerships
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Partnered with local and national Audubon Society on many levels.
Annual Run for the Birds on the trails at NCTC,
Hold photography and monthly meetings there.
Conservation Film festival, green homes tours.
Wildlife Art festival, Open House.
Community event, learning and fun



Training Courses



• Balancing Nature and Commerce in Communities that Neighbor Public Lands
• Basic Training with Land Trust Executive Directors
• Compatible Land Use Planning around Military Installations
• Conservation Easements Stewardship
• Conservation Options: The Land Protection Toolbox
• Conserving Land with Conservation Easements
• Diversity & Conservation: A New Model for the 21st Century
• GIS Tools for Strategic Conservation Planning
• Strategic Conservation Planning Using a Green Infrastructure Approach
• The Practice of Environmentally Sensitive Development
• Strong Organizations: Fundraising and Stewardship Costs
• Vision and Values with Peter Forbes

• DISTANCE LEARNING OFFERINGS:
• How to Start a Sustainable Tourism Program Broadcast
• Building Partnerships Satellite Workshop
• Keys to Success in Communities that Neighbor Public Lands Broadcast.
• The Practice of Environmentally Sensitive Development ONLINE Course
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The Conservation Fund 
National NGO that is housed at NCTC.
Offers excellent courses, high caliber speakers on a variety of related topics.
Scholarships are available. �Many are team based, would love local teams to participate, gets back to having examples of best practices, lessons learned to share with groups nationally as they are working through the same issues and problems.




National Green Infrastructure Conference 2011
• February 23-25, 2011 in Shepherdstown, WV Join Us!

To hear nationally recognized speakers from across the 
country discuss key elements for success and vital 
lessons-learned. Be part of developing the strategy for 
the future of green infrastructure!

Strategic Conservation Planning Using the Green 
Infrastructure Approach

• March 21-15, 2011 in Shepherdstown, WV
Green Infrastructure is our Nation’s natural life support 
system - an interconnected network of natural lands 
and other open spaces that conserves ecosystem 
values and functions and provides associated benefits 
to human populations. 
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Also one in April: 
Balancing Nature and Commerce in Communities that Neighbor Public Land

http://www.conservationfund.org/GIC2011�
http://www.conservationfund.org/course/strategic_conservation_planning_using_green_infrastructure_approach�
http://www.conservationfund.org/course/strategic_conservation_planning_using_green_infrastructure_approach�


Likely suspects, common goals

“Why should I care about future 
generations, what have they 
ever done for me?”

- Groucho Marx 
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Seek and tap resources, build community within the community.
Planners are envisioning the future, just as conservation is.
Lot’s of opportunities to work together, .
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