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New Directions in 

Planning Commissioner 

Education 
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 UMASS 

 http://www.u
mass.edu/ma
sscptc/pdfs/P
lanning_Boar
d.pdf 

 

http://www.umass.edu/masscptc/pdfs/Planning_Board.pdf
http://www.umass.edu/masscptc/pdfs/Planning_Board.pdf
http://www.umass.edu/masscptc/pdfs/Planning_Board.pdf
http://www.umass.edu/masscptc/pdfs/Planning_Board.pdf
http://www.umass.edu/masscptc/pdfs/Planning_Board.pdf


+ 
What is Sea Grant?  

3 

   States 

 

    

 

   300 partner 

 Institutions 

32 University-

based programs 

• Education, Extension and Research 

• National, regional, and local 

priorities 

• Local and regional implementation 



+ 
Sea Grant Programs in U.S. 

 



+ 
Ad-Hoc Educational Committee 

MDP 

• Steve Allan 

MPCA 

• Donna Squires 

• Brad Dyjak 

• Paivi Spoon 

• Others? 

University of Maryland 

• Alex Chen-Univ. of Maryland 
School of Architecture and 
Planning  

• Vicky Carrasco-Univ. of 
Maryland Sea Grant Extension 

Others?? 

• Newly elected, long time 
members 

• Review and comment on 
ideas/materials generated 
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+ 
Education Discussion 

Offering Different 
Delivery 

Mechanisms 

Educational 
Resources and 

Content 

Partnership 
Development 

Evaluation 



+ 
Delivery Mechanisms 

 Different media: Online, CDs, Video 

 In person and on-the-road 

 Interactive 

 Case-studies and scenarios 

 



+ 
Educational Resources 

 University students-findings 

 Hosting website 

 Collection of libraries 

 Planning A-Z 

 Partnering with Extension 

 Local Gov. Exchange 

 New Partners 

 MD APA, MML, MACO and IGSR 

 Others?   



+ 
Wednesday’s Training 

 Pre-Training 

Survey 
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+ 
Survey Responses 

 Top 3 Issues Most Important (Yellow Graph) 

 Land Use Planning 

 Env. Water Resources  

 Growth Management  

  

 Top 3 More Information/Training (Green Graph) 

 Relationship with Public 

 Public Meetings 

 Conflict of Interest Situations 

 



+ 
Additional Responses 

 



+ 
Survey Responses Categories 

Development: 
Density and 

Growth 

Development and 
the Environment 

Review Process 
Public 

Engagement and 
Communication 

County vs. 
Municipality 
Interactions 

Challenges/Needs 



+ 
Quotes 

 In developing a comprehensive plan, how do we choose 

between sending a document we are proud of and a 

document we know will be approved by the Council? 

 How do we keep the waterfront accessible to the public and 

allow commercial development that enhances both the town's 

history and current economic concerns? 

 How to change attitudes / educate population about new 

approaches to growth. 

 

 



+ 
Quotes 

 Economic information / cost-revenue data for alternative 

growth patterns that can be conveyed to the general public. 

 How do we get high quality urban design in a context of 

zoning and subdivision ordinances and stormwater rules that 

pushes the built environment further and further apart from 

what could be great streets? 

 We are looking at legislation to change the review process of 

special exceptions and planned developments…. 

 



+ 
Quotes 

 The intransigence of elected town officials when trying to 
resolve conflicts between the Planning Commission and the 
Town/County officials.  How do you plan for the future when a 
vocal few want to maintain the status quo? 

 Economic information / cost-revenue data for alternative 
growth patterns that can be conveyed to the general public. 

 There needs to be an opportunity to exchange issues, 
problems, successes and potential solutions among the 
participants.  

 Trying to understand the complexities of a 200+ page zoning 
ordinance. 

 



+ 
New at MPCA 2011 Education 

Session 

Clickers!! 



+ 
Panelists 

 Rollin Stanley-Montgomery County 

 Ummu Bradley Thomas-Caroline County 

 Gail Owings-Kent County 
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+ 
Thank you!!  

 Contact Information: 

Vicky Carrasco 

University of Maryland Sea Grant Extension Program 

301.405.5809 

vcarrasco@arec.umd.edu  
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